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rado -  just ask us. 
 
Jeannie and Ken Pote 
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Many times members of churches are asked why 
they don’t participate in some of the activities of the 
church.  Many times the answer is in the form of 
such things as, “I really am not comfortable doing 
something like that,” or “I really have no skill in that 
area.”  While on the surface, both of these statements 
may seem true, we often forget that God is in con-
trol.  I am a firm believer in the idea that if God 
wants us to do something, he’ll find a way for us to 
do just that.  In fact, the hymn lyrist I am going to 
focus on this month wrote many great hymns, but 
could not even read a note of music. 
 
Born in a log cabin in Kentucky in 1866, Thomas O. 
Chisholm was educated in a one room school house 
and eventually taught there.  He worked hard, and 
soon a local newspaper offered him a job.  It was 
during this time that he attended a revival at Asbury 
College, and Thomas became a Christian.  He then 
took a job working for a Christian publication and 
finally, became a Methodist minister.  After serving 
in this position for only one year, Thomas, due to 
poor health, had to resign and move to Indiana to 
live with the rest of his family.  He sold insurance 
and wrote poetry in his spare time as a relaxing tech-
nique.  He published many of these poems and they 
came to the attention of songwriter and pastor, C. 
Harold Lowden.  Lowden had written a song for the 
children in his church, but he felt the words did not 
enhance his music.  So, he contacted Thomas Chis-
holm and asked him to write a new set of words.  
  
Upon receiving the music, Thomas sent it right back 
saying that he did not have enough experience to 
write words for hymn, and he could not actually read 
music.  Not to be discouraged, Lowden sent the 
words back saying, “…I believe God led me to select 
you.”  So, Thomas had his daughter hum the music 
over and over again to him until he found suitable 
words to fit the melody.  This was the birth of 
“Living for Jesus.” 
 

God found a way to use a man in ill health, a man 
who could not read music, to write a classic hymn.  
In fact, another classic he wrote was “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.”  Just remember, next time you feel 
uncomfortable or lacking skills to do something for 
the church – “With God, all things are possible.” 
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On His 
 

  40 Years of Service to the Presbyterian Church 
             
             And Retirement from the Ministry  

         
   Service as Interim Pastor to the Bridgeport     

       Presbyterian Church 
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One Lord, one Faith, one Call to serve each other; 

One Heart, one Mind, one Common Ground: 
We stand all as ONE! 

               Excerpt from a hymn by Lori True, based on 
Ephesians 4:1-24 

HELP!!! 
  Church Information Update 

 
It is that time of year when reports have to been 
completed and sent to Presbytery.  One of the 
things that needs updated in the church office is 
the birthday list.  It would be most helpful if 
each family would complete the following form 
and return to the church office: 
 
Name and date of birth (including year) of 
adults in each household: 
 
Name____________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth  ____________________________ 
 
Name____________________________________ 
 
 Date of Birth  ____________________________ 
 
Current Address___________________________ 
 
Phone #__________________________________ 
 
E-mail address____________________________ 
 
Children’s names and date of birth 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
If you do not wish to give your year of birth, 
please mark one of the following age categories: 
 
25 & Under 
26—45 
46—55 
56—65 
Over 65 


