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June Church Events 

¶ 3-PW Coordinating Team 

¶ 6- MS Walk 

¶ 7-PW Bible Study 

¶ 7-Christian Education  

¶ 7-Personnel 

¶ 8-Session 

¶ 12-Soul Comfort Kitchen 

¶ 19-Wild Things Baseball 

¶ 21-Congregational Life 

¶ 21-Outreach 

¶ 23-Menôs Breakfast 

¶  

WHAT, I GET TO WEAR SHORTS 

AND SUNGLASSES TO CHURCH? 
 

Well, yes, if you are going to participate in 

our MS Walk on Sunday, June 6 right after 

church. See details inside newsletter.  



               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

    

Stock up on Peanuts and Crackerjacks and get ready for the annual ñNight At The Ball Parkò.  

The Congregational Life Committee is sponsoring the 2010 baseball outing on Saturday night, 

June 19 to go up to Washington, PA and watch the ñWashington Wild Thingsò play the 

ñKalamazoo Kangaroosò.  The Committee has blocked out twenty seats, so donôt wait ótil the 

last minute to put down your John Henry.  Price is $10 a head, with no special price for 

children or seniors.  Make checks out to Rita Friebel, memo Baseball Game, and leave them at 

the Church office, or give them directly to Rita or Pete Martin.  The game begins at 7:05 PM; 

we'll meet at the church and caravan up, eat and watch the game.  Fried Chicken tail-gating, 

provided by the Committee, families are to bring their own drinks, chairs and a covered dish to 

share. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE OLô BALL GAME 

Childrenôs Sunday 
School Update 

 
 

The Christian Education 

Committee received Session permission 

to hold Summer Sunday School for the 

children (nursery thru 5th grade) right 

after the Childrenôs Sermon.   The first 

session was held on Pentecost Sunday.    

Teachers will vary from week to week.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board for persons who would be willing 

to teach one or more Sundays.  The 

literature is provided for you and is very 

ñteacher- and kid-friendly.ò    They are 

the familiar Bible stories you grew up 

with ï David and Goliath, Joshua and the 

Battle of Jericho, The Fiery Furnace, 

Esther; the parables of The Sower, The 

Mustard Seed, The Lost Sheep, and the 

Forgiving Father; Philip and the 

Ethiopian, Peter and Cornelius, Priscilla 

and Aquila, and Paul and Silas in Prison.   

If you have questions, or are willing to 

teach, give Ruth Allen a call.    

    For the June get-together, the Menôs 

Breakfast Group will meet in the back 

room at Eat 'n' Park Restaurant at 7:00 AM 

on Wednesday, June 23, 2010.  Our 

speaker will be Bridgeport Police Chief 

John Walker. Chief Walker grew up in 

Bridgeport, and has served in law 

enforcement more than 30 years.  He plans 

to update us on happenings in the local 

area.  So this should be one you don't want 

to miss.  Come along and bring a friend     
 

Menôs Breakfast 



 

 

 

     

 
 

The collection for the CHP household kits was 83 items, estimated value $130.00.  That's pretty good for the 

number who attended.  Thank you and others of the Coordinating Team, also the donators, for this helpful 

effort  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of the church collected 83 items, for the CHP 
household kits at their Spring meeting. 



 

From the Choir Director 
 

Christian Composers Part 1 

 Born to a humble beginning in Ohio, Philip Bliss spent the majority of his childhood working on farms 

and later would move on to logging.  Though he had the physique of a strong man, he was drawn to music.  In his 

teens, he discovered that not only could he sing, but he could also compose music.  During this time, he also 

found that he had a love for Christ. 

 When he was twenty, he met and married Lucy Young on June 1, 1859.  She was also a strong Christian, 

and she constantly found ways to encourage Blissôs musical studies.  Her grandmother gave the couple thirty 

dollars and Philip was able to attend the Normal School of Music in New York.  After six weeks, Philip Bliss 

became a music teacher and a noted musical authority. 

 At first, Philip spent most of his time traveling from town to town holding singing schools.  Eventually, 

his talent for singing and writing would come to the attention of Dwight L. Moody.  Even though Philip declined 

the offer to travel with Moody as his song leader, Bliss aligned with evangelist Major Daniel W. Whittle.  Whittle 

and Bliss conducted numerous evangelical campaigns in Pennsylvania, Illinois, Kentucky, Minnesota, 

Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia.  Their fame spread until they were almost as well-known as Moody and 

Sankey. 

 Tragically, this would all come to an end on December 29, 1876 when Philip Bliss and his young wife 

would perish in the Ashtabula Bridge Train Disaster.  Philip and Lucy and their two young children had been 

visiting Lucyôs mother in Pennsylvania when Bliss received word that he needed to return earlier than scheduled 

for a series of crusades with Moody.  Leaving their two children behind with their grandmother, Philip and Lucy 

boarded the Pacific Express, but they never made it back to Chicago.  Outside of Ashtabula, Ohio, the bridge over 

Ashtabula crashed under the weight of heavy snow and the train.  Ninety-two people perished, including Philip 

and Lucy Bliss.  The whole Christian world mourned the loss of such a great man, and his funeral would be the 

largest attended funeral for a private citizen. 

 Despite his short life, Philip Bliss gave the world some of its most beautiful hymns ï ñJesus Loves Even 

Me,ò ñHallelujah, What a Savior!ò ñThe Light of the World Is Jesus,ò ñMy Redeemer,ò and the music to ñIt Is 

Well With My Soul.ò 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne A. Davis 

Director of Music 

SOUL COMFORT MEALS 
  The Congregational Life Committee will commence a new, and hopefully ongoing, program on 

Saturday, June 12, which will be called ñSoul Comfort Mealsò.  At any one time, a number of our members are 

home-confined, committed to loved ones in the home or rest homes, are suffering from recent family concerns 

such as deaths, or are otherwise in need of a little comfort and caring from the Church Family.  To help fill these 

needs, the Committee plans to prepare and deliver home-cooked meals to up to five family units once a month.  

Therefore, members of the Committee will meet at the Church on Saturday, June 12 to prepare and deliver the 

first Soul Comfort Meals for five of our members or families.   The menu will be meatloaf, scalloped potatoes, 

green beans, fruit salad, rolls and cookies, accompanied by a ñcomfort cardò.  Committee members will initially 

prepare and deliver these meals once a month, but time could see an increase in the frequency and number of 

meals, as well as outside-Committee participation in the program.    

 



 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  
  
 

  1   Bob Graeber            13   Dean Burns 

  1   J. D. Lister               15   Marcus Pinti 

  3   R. J. Bean                17   Traci Liebig          

  4   Drew Tate               18   Jo Sturm 

  7   Mary Jo Hitt            19   Courtney Smith 

  8   Steve Atkinson        20   Courtney Miller 

  8   Beth McCaugherty  20   Pauline Snyder  

 11  Barbara Judy    23   Nancy Aucremanne 

 12  Jo Miller                  25   Robin Ray 

 12  Gordon Stearns        27   Kevin McMullen 

 

 

JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES  
 

  1    Kathy & Phil Dodson 

 10    Nancy &  Steve Atkinson 

 16    Barbara & Ralph Bean 

 21    Rita & Carl Friebel 

 22    Ruth & Bob Allen 

 23    Cindy & Gerald Frederick 

 26    Judi & Tom Giffen 

 27    Stacey & Kevin McMullen 

The Bridgeport Presbyterian Church 

has been participating in MS Walks since 

1995 with a break in 2009.   We began in 

support of Kathy Dodson who had just been 

diagnosed with MS.  During that time, the 

church family has raised more than $12,000 

that can be documented.  There is a period of 

five years in which we walked but there is no 

ready record for the money that was raised.   

Since 1995, the church has been recognized 

statewide for raising funds, recognized for the 

largest church group in the state, and won the 

Golden Shoe Award for largest team.  Since 

2007 our church has sent the money collected 

directly to the National MS Association for 

research.  

This year our walk will begin 

immediately after church.   Please wear your 

walking clothes and shoes to the morning 

worship service.   Pray for sunshine and a 

lovely breeze!! 

 Those who want to walk may follow 

the walking trail in Compton Park which is .2 

mile once around or walk from the church to 

the walking trails behind the high school and 

back.  The trip from the church to the school 

is approximately 1.1 miles, the trail around 

the playing fields is .6 mile and the trail up 

the hill and parallel to the railroad tracks is 

.75 mile.  For those of us who donôt want to 

walk, the Congregational Life committee will 

have fun and games at the church.  The 

Outreach Committee will be selling tee shirts 

and collecting money beginning May 16 in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

 The day will culminate with a delicious 

lunch prepared by the Congregational Life 

Committee.   

MS Walk on June 6th 
SAVE YOUR BOOKS 

FOR THE CHILDREN'S HEALTH PANTRY 

BOOK SALE! 

 AUGUST 27-28, 2010 
  

Bring books to church after August 1 
  

Please, no magazines or encyclopedias 

 More information to follow 

Other activities planned. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT 
 

GENERAL BUDGET  
 

Identified receipts for the month of April were $11,000, versus a budgeted amount of $11,000, while the 

year to date amounts are $49,000 and $44,000 respectfully.  This variance is the result of the booking in 

2010 of prepaid giving that was received in 2009.  When this is considered, the giving continues at expected 

levels.   

Expenses for the month were favorable by $1,900 as compared with budget, and year to date amounts were 

favorable by $5,800.  It is expected that as committee activities get more underway for the year, 

expenditures will be at budgeted levels. 
 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT FUND  
 

In 2004, the church decided to do a building enlargement and kitchen remodeling project that cost in 

excess of $300,000.   Payment was supported by a three year pledge drive from the congregation, transfer 

of funds from our major maintenance investment fund, and a note at the bank of $85,000.  Session decided, 

in 2007, that rather than have an additional fund drive to pay off the note, we would encourage members 

to give periodically to cover the principal amount of the monthly payments, and pay the interest portion of 

the payments from the general budget.  Currently, the note balance is $42,500.  The monthly principal 

payments are $420.  The fund from which we make these payments has a balance of $1,302.   

Thanks to you who are making contributions to the building fund a part of your giving. 

 

Charlie Burkhammer        Treasurer 

Devin Hamner and Jessica Trickett with their cake at 
the Senior Recognition Lunch. 



 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS  
 

 

 It has been a busy spring for PW.  We hosted the Bridgeport Ecumenical Tea on Saturday, 

April 24.  80 women from nine area churches were treated to sweet treats baked by Nancy 

Aucremanne and tea sandwiches provided by Nancy, Beth McCaugherty and Anna Winans.  We 

sipped on our very own Fair Trade tea, and we collected $600 for the Samaritanôs Purse agency.  

We are looking forward to more activities with our fellow sisters in Christ. 

 

 In addition to our regular Monday morning Bible studies, the month of May brought two 

more special activities.  On May 10 several of us cooked and served a dinner at the Ronald 

McDonald House in Morgantown; fleece blankets made by Penny Ranson and Teri Laurent were 

taken along and donated for the younger residents. Twenty women attended our spring gathering in 

the fellowship hall on May 20.  We enjoyed dining on a springtime tossed salad, rolls and desserts 

all prepared by the Coordinating Team of PW.  About $300 was donated for the Birthday Offering 

which was sent to PW (PC-USA) to help fund two projects that will benefit children in Iraq and 

Louisville, Kentucky.  The evening ended with a fashion show with six women modeling some 

ñinterestingò outfits chosen from some not so modern clothes. 

 

 Summer plans are underway; details will be available later.  Our final spring Monday 

morning study will be held on June 7 with a salad luncheon to follow.  We hope to provide an 

evening book study on Wednesdays after the choir commences its summer break.  We will provide 

the lunch at the Clarksburg Mission on Saturday, July 3.  See Barbara Judy or Beth McCaugherty 

if you are interested in helping with the meal.  A time for fellowship is set for Saturday, August 7 

when we travel to the Parkersburg/Marietta area to tour Blennerhasssett Island Historical State 

Park.  Time for shopping and eating is also on the agenda for the day. 

 

 Plans are being finalized for the Childrenôs Health Panty book sale on August 27/28. PW 

will help the CHP board by selling simple, inexpensive food items during the hours of the 

fundraiser.  We will be asking for donations of food and time for this event. 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 25.  Our annual fall retreat day is scheduled 

for that date, and you will want to be there.  Pastor Robin will conduct a ñbeadò workshop; each 

woman in attendance will make a beautiful bracelet that will depict the story of the Christian faith 

beginning with creation. 

 

Our theme for 2010 is Living Simply; Giving Greatly.      

   

 

 
  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                          
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHAT, I GET TO WEAR SHORTS AND SUNGLASSES TO CHURCH?  
 

Well, yes, if you are going to participate in our MS Walk on Sunday, June 6 right after church. Join the fun and 

walk with the crowd that is going to be looping Compton Park or hike down to the high school and back or just 

hang with the church family until we all get back have a delicious lunch together.  There will be some outdoor 

activities for those who donôt want to walk.  Either way, just bring your contribution for MS research, either cash 

or a check made out to BPC with the designation MS Walk, and enjoy a lovely afternoon together, helping one 

another.   
 

Remember to wear your church tee shirt if you have one.  Water will be provided for the walk but if you want to 

be ñecoò bring your own container and fill up with ice and water at church.  Mom says, ñWear sunscreen and a 

hat and comfortable walking shoes.ò  Ready, set, go! 

Our Youth did an amazing job 

on Youth Sunday, Thank you. 

Pete Martin presenting 

Seniors Devin and Jessica 

their scholarships, on Youth 

Sunday 


