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Church Events 

¶ Dec 9 ï Stephen Ministry 

¶ Dec 12 ï Christmas Dinner 

¶ Dec 15 ï Menôs Breakfast 

¶ Dec 16 ï PW Dinner 

¶ Dec 17 ï Parents Night  

                Out 

¶ Dec 19  - Open House at  

                 Manse 

¶ Dec 24 ï Christmas Eve  

                Service 

 

 
Christmas Dinner and Pageant 

Sunday December 12, 5:00 p.m. 
 

The Congregational Christmas Dinner 

sponsored by Session is Sunday, December 12, 

2010, at 5:00 pm. Ham, bread and drinks will 

be provided. Please bring your favorite covered 

dish. After dinner the children will present a 

Christian version of óTwas the Night Before 

Christmas.   

 

 



               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

    

  

Donôt throw anything any clothes away!  Save 

it for the Clarksburg Mission.  They make the 

money needed to support the Mission through 

the Thrift Store.  In Bridgeport, itôs easy to 

drop off clothing at the Mission Drop Off Box 

located on the side of the Bridgeport City 

Building.  Look for a large blue box on the 

side of the building in the direction of 

Abraham Linc.   

CLOTHING NEEDED  

PARENTõS NIGHT OUT 

This popular activity is scheduled for 

Friday, December 17 in the church 

fellowship hall.  Children ages infant 

through age 10 will be served a delicious 

dinner prepared by Betty Jo Jones.  Dinner 

will be followed by times for creative play, 

watching videos, reading stories and making 

crafts.  The fun will begin at 6 PM and 

conclude by 9:30 PM.  While the children 

enjoy their time under the care of nurturing 

adults, the parents are free to go shopping, 

partake of a quiet meal together, go to a 

movie or just enjoy some one-on-one time. 

 In order to provide adequate staffing, 

food and supplies, please contact Betty Jo 

Jones (842-2669) or Sue Davis (842-6532) 

with your reservations by Wednesday, 

December 15.  Invite your friends and 

family to participate in this activity as well. 

 Please note all adult caregivers have 

had background screenings provided 

through the WV Presbytery. 

 

 

Menôs' Breakfast, is being moved to 

Wednesday, December 15, in order not to 

conflict with the Christmas Holiday rush.  

Breakfast will be at 7:00 AM in the back 

room of Eat 'n' Park restaurant on 

Bridgeport Hill.  Our Speaker will be Jim 

Lang, Associate Pastor of Bridgeport United 

Methodist Church and a former employee of 

Consolidated Gas.  Jim is well known to our 

congregation since he has filled our pulpit 

on many occasions over the years.  Put this 

down on your calendar, and bring a friend. 

Menôs Breakfast 

Hey Youth Group!!!  Since itôs the holiday 

season, how about a little "giving back"???  

We will be joining forces with PW Women 

and our goal is to make Christmas special for 

the residents of Meadowview Manor.  We will 

be making cookies on Saturday December 11 

times to be announced!!  Then we will be 

delivering the cookies and the presents that 

PW Women are wrapping to the residents and 

spending time with them.  As always, friends 

are welcome and we hope to see you there!!! 

Hey Youth Group!!!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  
 

           1    Emily Gray                      16   Victoria Giffen 

                                     1    Bob Oneacre                   22   Tom Carpenter 

                                     1    Eugene Snyder                22   Lynda Pike 

                                     2    Jesse Liebig                     24   Scott Faris 

                                     3    Jason Withrow                26   Reneeô Mathews 

                                     4    Kendall  McCaugherty    26   Urlin Mathews II 

                                     6    Teresa Scott                    26   Ryan Yager 

                                    7    Rod Jennings                    30   Loran Davis 

                                   10   Joe Timms                        30   Michelle Ehrhart 

                                   14   Iva Ehrhart                        30   Joe Pinti 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

14   Linda & Dean Burns        17   Naomi & Charles Burkhammer 

                    27   Dave & Sue Davis             27   Caroline & Drew Tate 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS  

 

 All women are invited to join us for our annual Christmas Gathering on 

Thursday, December 16 at 6:30 PM.  Please bring a covered dish to share; we will 

enjoy eating a meal together as we celebrate the joyous Christmas season. 

 The Coordinating Team has chosen to ñadoptò Meadowview Manorò for the 

holidays.  Gifts for needy residents will be purchased, and we will wrap these gifts at 

the meeting.  Please bring bags of individually wrapped hard candies to the meeting; 

Jolly Ranchers and Life Saver mints are two examples.  Diabetic candy is also 

appreciated.  We will assemble 52 treat bags to be distributed to all the residents of 

the nursing home. 

 Put the date on your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors. 

 

COOKIES NEEDED! 

 

 Christmas cookies are needed for our annual reception following the Christmas 

Eve service.  If you are willing to donate goodies for this event, please bring them to 

the church kitchen by Thursday, December 23.  PW appreciates your willingness to 

help very much. 



 

  From the Choir Director 
 

 The week before Halloween, I noticed the local stores unpacking and beginning to display 

items for Christmas.  Every year, the stores start their holiday push earlier.  Despite this, the 

beautiful music of Christmas could start for me in September.  I look forward to adding a new 

Christmas CD every year to my collection.  I try to find something different each year, but I do 

not overlook the new arrangements of old favorites.  However, as I continue teaching, I discover 

how much of the traditional music of Christmas is unknown by my students.  Thankfully, I am 

able to and am trying to change that this year.  With this in mind, I am going to introduce you to 

a story you may not know about a Christmas song that is as familiar as ñAmazing Grace.ò  

 The year is 1847, and the country is France.  Placide Cappeau de Roquwmaure, local wine 

commissioner and poet, is asked by the parish priest to write a poem for the Christmas mass.  

Using the gospel of Luke for inspiration, he imagined what it would have been like to have 

witnessed the birth of Christ.  With these images in his head, he completed ñCantique de Noel.ò  

While Placide was pleased with his work, he felt it needed to be set to music.  So, he asked his 

friend Adolphe-Charles Adam to help him.  Adam was a well-known classical musician, but he 

was Jewish and unsure he could complete the task.  But, he did, pleasing both Cappeau and the 

priest; it was performed for the first time three weeks later at a Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. 

For many years, the song was a favorite in French churches, but when Cappeau left the church to 

become a socialist and it was discovered that the music was composed by a Jew, the song was 

denounced by the church.  This did not stop the peasants from singing it on the street.  This is 

where American John Sullivan Dwight heard it in 1858.  Dwight was an abolitionist and 

identified closely with the lines of the third verse ï ñChains shall He break, for the slave is our 

brother; and in His name all oppression shall cease.ò  After publishing it in his magazine, his 

English translation of ñO Holy Nightò became an instant hit and found favor in America, 

especially in the North. 

Even though ñO Holy Nightò had been banned from the church in France, it continued to be sung 

all over France for the next twenty years.  There is a story that it even led to a cease fire on 

Christmas Eve of 1871 between the French and German troops during the Franco Prussian War.  

Even more amazing is that in 1906 when Reginal Fessenden broadcast the first words across the 

airwaves, a passage from the Bible on Jesusôs birth, he followed the reading with a violin solo of 

ñO Holy Night;ò therefore, making this piece of music, the first song ever broadcast via radio 

waves. 

Cherished by the people when banned by the church, used as a symbol for the anti-slavery 

movement in the US, and heard as the first song on the air waves, ñO Holy Nightò is truly classic 

Christmas music. 

 

Respectfully submitted,      

Lynne A. Davis           

Director of Music 

 



 

 

  

How are you planning to brighten Christmas this year for someone special; another tie, a pair of 

slippers or a sweater?  How about making a special gift in honor of that special someone?  The 

church is offering three worthwhile opportunities to either help our youth on their mission trip to 

Atlanta, to enrich the spiritual lives of the students at Davis-Stuart, the Presbyterian Therapeutic 

Residential Care for Adolescents, or provide a clean environment and learning skills to those in 

need through the Childrenôs Health Pantry.  Please read about the three gift opportunities below 

and see if maybe there is one or more appropriate for your special someone. 

 

PRESBYTERYôS SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO ATLANTA 

Jessica and Garth will be leading four or more youth for a week-long mission trip to Atlanta.  The 

trip is scheduled for July 16-July 22.  While in Atlanta, they will be housed at Central Presbyterian 

Church and working with DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection).  

DOORôs goal is to enable participants to see the face of God in the city as they immerse 

themselves in urban life while staying at a local church, serve in community-based ministries and 

reflect together on their experiences and where God is at work in people and places in the city.   

 

DAVIS-STUART SPIRITUAL LIFE PROGRAM  

The Spiritual Life Program at Davis-Stuart has been rejuvenated with the arrival of the Reverend 

Dale Elwell, M. Div., who is the new Chaplin.  He has implemented the following objectives in the 

Spiritual Life Program since March: 

 Establish weekly chapel services 

 Prepare powerful and relevant content for chapel services 

 Co-ordinate quality music and audio/visual for chapel services 

 Purchase and provide consistent, quality Bible translations 

 Schedule guest missionaries and musicians for chapel services 

Establish availability for counseling with residents and staff 

 Interaction with residents and staff during recreation, meals, etc. 

Their desire is for every young person who enters their door to be exposed to the unconditional 

love that Godôs Word teaches. 

Continued next page 

 

ALTERNATE GIFT GIVING PROGRAM 



     Altern ative Gift Giving Program -Continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Education 
 

Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem: 

                     A Spiritual Journey through Advent 

Sundays 11:15, December 5, 12, 19    
    ñAs it does every year, Advent comes upon us much too quickly, and we get caught up in the 

whirlwind of activities and preparations that lead to Christmas. It will be January before we know 

what hit us. We will have rushed through another Advent, hardly stopping to take a breath and 

wonder at the good news of Emmanuel, "God with us." 

 

    This study is designed for those who want to slow down and sink into the Advent season. It is 

inspirational and devotional in nature, an experiential Advent-ure through the weeks of Advent. 

During these three sessions we will utilize music, art, poetry, and a variety of interactive activities 

centered on biblical passages that connect to Advent.ò 

 

CHILDRENôS HEALTH PANTRY 
 

This year over 1000 personal hygiene kits and household cleaning kits will have been 

distributed through social service agencies to families in need in Harrison County and to the 

Ronald McDonald House at the WVU Hospital in Morgantown.  Additionally, the Childrenôs 

Health Pantry has provided personal hygiene kits for students from five high schools enrolled 

in a new program through the Harrison County Board of Education.  CAJE (Career 

Awareness/Job Exploration) is a program to teach job skills to special needs students.  

Additionally, the social workers are able to choose books from the Pantryôs library of 

childrenôs books for their clients. 

It will be possible to make one or more than one choice by simply marking the card with the 

appropriate donation.   The cards will be available in the narthex.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

TREASURERôS REPORT 
 

GENERAL BUDGET  
 

Identified receipts for the month of September were $9,000, versus a budgeted amount of $11,000, while the year 

to date amounts are $118,000 and $111,000 respectfully.  This variance is the result of the booking in 2010 of 

prepaid giving that was received in 2009 and members paying their pledges in a lump sum.  When this is 

considered, the giving exceeds expected levels by $3,820.   
 

Expenses for the month were below budgeted levels, and year to date amounts were favorable by $5,200. 
 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT F UND 
 

In 2004, the church decided to do a building enlargement and kitchen remodeling project that cost in excess of 

$300,000.   Payment was supported by a three year pledge drive from the congregation, transfer of funds from 

our major maintenance investment fund, and a note at the bank of $85,000.  Session decided, in 2007, that rather 

than have an additional fund drive to pay off the note, we would encourage members to give periodically to cover 

the principal amount of the monthly payments, and pay the interest portion of the payments from the general 

budget.  Currently, the note balance is $40,419.  The monthly principal payments are $212.  The fund from which 

we make these payments has a balance of $1,137.   
 

Thanks to you who are making contributions to the building fund a part of your giving. 
 

Charlie Burkhammer       Treasurer 

Established an erasable activity board in the hallway  

Coordinated six meals at the Clarksburg Mission 

Collected 250 pair of shoes for Barefoot4Haiti 

Provided ñLunch for a Buckò for WVU students through Campus Ministry 

Held the MS Walk on June 6 and raised $1000+ 

Held the first CHP Book Sale and fundraiser in August 

Printed Bookmarks to be used at the CHP Book sale and as church advertisement 

Contributed monetarily to UNICEF 

Sponsored Momôs Day Out for a year 

Contributed monetarily to Shepherdôs Corner and began a canned meat collection on the second 

Sunday 

Contributed monetarily to Childrenôs Health Pantry 

RHINO Trip 

Increased awareness of church activities through publicity 

2010 OUTREACH SPONSORED ACTIVITIES 



  

What Is the Christmas Joy Offering? 
 

A Presbyterian tradition for almost 70 years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four 

special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help 

those in need.50 percent of the receipts to the Christmas Joy Offering are distributed to 

the Board of Pensions for assistance programs that provide support to retired and active 

church workers and their spouses and families. The other fifty percent supports 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education through the General Assembly Council. 

This year the Christmas Joy Offering will be collected on Sunday, December 19th. You 

are encouraged to support the Christmas Joy Offering through gifts to our congregation's 

offering. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

Session has called a Congregational Meeting for 

Sunday, November 28 th  immediately following 

Worship to consider changes to the By -Laws regarding 

terms of office for session and trustees.  
 



 

 

  


